Attention Dallas Companions

Firstly, | extend warm wishes for a Merry
Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and joyful holidays
to everyone. This season is a unique opportunity
to share moments with loved ones and reflect on
your faith. My hope is that you all enjoy a safe
and memorable holiday period.

Let’s not forget that George Washington crossed
the Delaware River on the night of December 25—
26, 1776. This daring maneuver during the
American Revolutionary War enabled his
Continental Army to surprise and defeat Hessian forces at the Battle of Trenton on
December 26. The crossing began around 4 PM on Christmas Day amid harsh
winter conditions, including ice, sleet, and snow, but delays pushed much of the
operation into the early hours of the next day.

Thank you to all the companions who joined us for the December Banquet. By all
reports, the attendees had a great time and were treated to an outstanding speech
by MG James Williams. | appreciate the commitment that was made to attend.

For those who attended, here is the link to the pictures that were taken at the
banquet. You can search for pictures you want to keep and download them from
Sarah’s site.

https://sarahhead.pixieset.com/mowwdallaschapter/

If you did not get to attend, please look at the pictures to get an idea of what you
may have missed.

Please join me in thanking Rich Kaniss and Jeff Gault who approved a $6000 grant
from the AUSA to the chapter to fund student scholarships to the 2026 YLC. Thank
you! We'll make sure to put your investment to good use!

Finally, please join us at the January 6 luncheon. Dr. Dan Edelman will be speaking
on his journey from military service to senior executive. More to follow on the topic
and speaker as we get closer to the luncheon date.

Happy holidays to everyone. We are blessed to share the fellowship of the
MOWW. It gives me a warm feeling to know that we are supporting our community
and the next generation of leaders. Please enjoy your time with your family and
friends.

See you in January!

December Banquet Recap


https://sarahhead.pixieset.com/mowwdallaschapter/

The Dallas Chapter’'s December Christmas Banquet was a wonderful evening of fellowship,
celebration, and reflection. Members and guests enjoyed beautiful live music, a warm and
festive atmosphere, and the opportunity to capture memorable photographs—many
featuring couples and longtime friends. The evening was highlighted by an outstanding
address from MG James Williams, whose remarks were both engaging and inspiring. By all
accounts, attendees had a delightful time and closed the year together in the true spirit of
service and camaraderie.

December Banquet Photos

For the full set of photos from the event, click this link:
https://sarahhead.pixieset.com/mowwdallaschapter/

December Birthdays

LT Joseph C. Applewhite — USA (Fmr) LTC Donald J. LaGrange — USA (Ret)
RADM Henry C. Amos — USN (Ret) MG Willard Latham — USA (Ret)


https://sarahhead.pixieset.com/mowwdallaschapter/

LT Robert L. Betts — USNR (Ret) COL Steven J. Minear — USA

LTC Charles S. Chamberlin — USA (Ret) MAJ Marshall C. Miles — USA (Ret)
COL Ronald P. Forest — USA (Ret) Mr David M. Merton

2LT Brandon P. Hem — USA (Fmr) Mr Jacob C. Paleschic

LTC Gary L. Hoebeke — USA CW3 Ramon E. Ramos — USA (Fmr)
MAJ Robert Wendell Holmes — USA (Fmr) Capt Paul V. Sermas — USMC (Ret)
LTC Russell L. Hooper — USA (Ret) MAJ Terry L. Thorsen — USMC (Ret)
Lt Col Alan L. Johnson — USAF (Ret) 1st Lt Thomas Ray Williams — USMC

Upcoming Programs

Register to Attend

January 6

Speaker Series Program
"Service, Leadership and Opportunity"

The January program will feature Dr. Daniel “Dan” Edelman, a
retired university chancellor, decorated veteran, and lifelong
public servant. Dr. Edelman served in U.S. Army Military
Intelligence during the Cold War before dedicating more than 25
years to higher education leadership, including senior roles at
Montana State University Billings, UNT Dallas, and East Texas
A&M.

A first-generation college graduate, Dr. Edelman has spent his
career expanding opportunities for veterans, Native Americans,
and underserved populations. His service also includes work as
a U.S. Department of Justice forensic financial investigator
following 9/11. His presentation will reflect on service,
resilience, and leadership across military, academic, and public
life.

National Security and Homeland Security

OPERATION SOUTHERN SPEAR

By: LtCol Michael W. Menefee, USMCR (Ret)
Download a PDF copy of the article here

In late August 2025, the US launched OPERATION SOUTHERN SPEAR, an operation to
reduce the illegal flow of drugs and the narcotrafficking cartels from Venezuela. This
operation is the largest military buildup of US forces in the Caribbean since the 1983
Grenada OPERATION URGENT FURY and the 1989 Panama OPERATION JUST

CAUSE. At present, over 15,000 sailors and Marines are positioned on multiple ships off the
coast of Venezuela. They are part of the newest US Navy aircraft carrier, the USS Gerald R.
Ford (CVN 78) and its multiple ship strike group. This operation has sunk 22 suspected
drug trafficking boats. President Trump has designated international drug cartels as foreign
terrorist organizations (FTOs), which makes them enemies of the US, because they
threaten US nationals - economic, national defense, or foreign relations. International
criminal cartels (FTOs) are heavily armed, and traffic women, children, illegal drugs, opioids,
and weapons. President Trump has said the CIA is conducting covert operations inside
Venezuela. The ships and embarked Marines make this a formidable force which sends a
message to China, the cartels/syndicates (FTOs), and dictators like Venezuela’s Maduro. It
is reported that over 1,250,000 US citizens aged 18-47 have been killed by illegal drug
overdoses since 1999. Opioid deaths account for more than 76% of deaths and 105,000
young people are killed each year by illegal drugs.


https://www.dallasmoww.org/product/luncheon-meeting/
https://files.constantcontact.com/7bd68b97901/7b0f25d2-f3be-4ddd-9488-1dcf8b76469e.pdf?rdr=true

The USS Gerald R. Ford is the largest and most sophisticated American aircraft carrier in
the fleet. It has a complete carrier air wing which includes EA-18G Growlers, E-2D
Hawkeyes, F/A-18E/F Super Hornets, with an Intelligence Surveillance and
Reconnaissance capability, and refueling assets. This air wing gives the US airspace
dominance, the ability to conduct long-range precision strikes, and surveillance along the
northern coast of South America. It uses a new electromagnetic catapult system, which
replaces the steam powered catapult systems used since 1950. The Caribbean naval task
force consists of these additional ships - USS Iwo Jima, USS Fort Lauderdale, USS San
Antonio, USS Mahan, USS Bainbridge, and USS Winston S. Churchill. These ships carry F-
35 fighter aircraft, V-22 Ospreys, P-8 Poseidon maritime patrol planes, and MQ-9 Reaper
drones. Amphibious ships carry the UH-1Y Huey which is assigned to the Marine Medium
Tiltrotor Squadron — VMM-263 (Reinforced). Additional naval personnel were drawn from
NAS Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico. Fifteen US navy ships make up the carrier strike
group. Marines have been practicing amphibious exercises on the island of Trinidad-Tobago
near the coast of Venezuela.

China supplies the precursor drugs to the FTOs which distribute the drugs worldwide, but it
especially targets the US and Canada. FTOs launder an estimated $312 billion for the
Chinese. International FTOs smuggle deadly drugs into the US including - cocaine,
marijuana, opioids, heroin, and fentanyl. Laundered money undermines US laws and funds
illegal criminal organizations. FTOs cannot keep their sources of financing without money
laundering. The cartels shipped drugs over the land bridges into the US until the Trump
Administration closed the border. After the border was closed, the costs for shipment into
the US increased for the FTOs, and the flow of illegal drugs, human trafficking, and
weapons significantly reduced. Cartels resorted to using fast drug boats, submersibles, and
aircraft to ship illegal drugs into the US. OPERATION SOUTHERN SPEAR is a clear
message to Venezuela’s dictator, Nicolas Maduro, China, and other FTOs, the US is no
longer tolerating their operations. Maduro’s illegal socialist regime has taken Venezuela
from the richest economy in South America, to one of the poorest countries in the
hemisphere. Maduro and his officials support and receive a continuous flow of millions of
dollars from drug trafficking and money laundering. Venezuela is the world’s fourth largest
cocaine producer, and Maduro controls cocaine revenues for his political cronies and Army
officers in the FTO - Cartel de los Soles. Eight million Venezuelans have fled the country
during his dictatorship. This week, the CIA helped opposition leader and Nobel Peace Prize
laureate, Maria Machado, escape to Norway. US Marines and Coastguardsmen boarded
and seized a sanctioned Venezuelan oil tanker headed to Iran. Other FTO’s and dictators
may soon face similar reprisals from the US. Keeping drugs out of the US by interrupting
their narcotrafficking operations, and oil funding, will help destroy the FTOs and drive China
out of South America which is essential to US national security.

Information for this article was gathered from Open Sources — media, published articles, websites, graphs, charts, and general
knowledge of the author. There is no classified information in this article, no known quotations from any source, and this article
does not have footnotes or endnotes due to its brevity. The views expressed in this article are those of the author and do not
reflect official policy or positions of the Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) or the Dallas Chapter of MOWW.

Proposed Bylaw Amendments

The following Proposed Amendments to the Membership Articles of the MOWW Dallas Chapter
Bylaws are released for publication in the next Dallas Chapter December Newsletter, in accordance
with the chapter bylaws for a vote on the amendments at a regular chapter meeting no earlier than 27
days after posting in the next Chapter Newsletter.

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote at any regular Chapter Meeting, provided that
the proposed amendment has been printed and disseminated in the Chapter Newsletter at least
twenty-seven (27) days prior to being voted upon. [Dallas Chapter Bylaws Art XIII, Sec 2.]

Proposed changes to the Dallas Chapter Bylaws below are underlined and in bold.

[The proposed additions will be added to the EXHIBIT A ENDOWMENT FUNDS]



The Peggy Pardue Wagner Memorial Fund was established in 2018 with funds donated by
the family of CPT John H. Wagner Il, USA (fmr), with a principal amount of $4,000.00. The
Chapter is authorized to receive gifts and bequests and to solicit additional contributions for
this Memorial Fund. No withdrawal of principal may be made for any purpose. The Wagner
family placed no restrictions on the investment return from this Fund. The Chapter will
determine the most effective use of those earnings, with emphasis on supporting ROTC
programs and Youth Leadership initiatives within the Dallas Metroplex.

The LTC Michael W. Menefee, USMC (ret), Memorial Fund was established on 6 December
2022 with funds donated by Charles Mcintyre Fields (MBA) of Ameriprise Investments, with
a principal amount of $10,000.00. The Chapter is authorized to receive gifts and bequests
and to solicit additional contributions for this Memorial Fund. No withdrawal of principal may
be made for any purpose. The donor placed no restrictions on the investment return from
this Fund. The Chapter will determine the most effective use of those earnings, with
emphasis on supporting ROTC programs and Youth Leadership initiatives within the Dallas
Metroplex.

Rationale: Acknowledge the generous support provided to the Dallas Chapter MOWW endowment
fund. These revisions are long overdue and resulted from unintentional administrative error.

ARTICLE III Membership

1. Regular Membership is open to a citizen of the United States of America of good moral
character and repute who has served honorably on Active Duty, to include Active Duty for
Training, in the Armed Forces of the United States of America (Active, Guard, Reserve),
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) or the United States Public
Health Service (USPHS). as-aFederalty-recognized-Commisstone g —Warran er

i tor: [Section revised by National Convention
2.
in 2024 and 2025.]

Rationale: Membership eligibility was approved for MOWW membership for all veterans during the

national conference. and the chapter Bylaws wording is taken directly from the MOWW Constitution
as amended 20 August 2025.
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